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Understanding Endorsements

What is an endorsement?
An endorsement is an indicator that demonstrates readiness for college and/or career by
completing coursework and credentials in high school.

Why should a student earn an endorsement?

Endorsements are pathways that prepare students for success after high school. By selecting
and completing an endorsement that is aligned with their goals, students are better equipped
for their next step, whatever that may be.

Can students earn more than one endorsement?
Yes, students can earn more than one endorsement, if they have completed the requirements
for each one.

Who should students talk to about endorsements?

School counselors and Career Development Coordinators can answer questions about
courses, registration, and career opportunities. Students may also choose to talk to a teacher
or family member about their plans for after high school.

How do | know which endorsement is right for me?

While students can earn multiple endorsements, each endorsement is designed to prepare
students for a variety of options after graduating from high school. Reviewing each of the
endorsements will help students determine which one aligns with plans and goals after high
school.


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1v8GZLAdAgn2Cg59ZKJMG1EwZrzBdHIdzRWD8-IPf0SE/copy?usp=sharing

Selecting An Endorsement:

When selecting an endorsement, it is important for students to consider their goals for
after high school. Is the student interested in attending community college or a
four-year university? Is the student planning to enter the workforce immediately after
high school? Students may also want to consider their academic strengths and interests.

As students consider their endorsement selection, they should discuss their plans and

options with their parents or guardians. Students may also want to discuss their decision
with their school counselor or a trusted teacher.




Monitoring Your Progress:

Earning an endorsement will require students to plan ahead and be intentional
throughout their high school years. These checklists will help students make informed






College Endorsement:

Requirements:

1. Math Courses:
Complete four math courses:
NC Math 1 or NC Math 1 Honors
NC Math 2 or NC Math 2 Honors
NC Math 3 or NC Math 3 Honors
A fourth math course: *

2. Benchmark Reading Score:

Score a 22 on the ACT Reading Subtest OR a 480 on the SAT Reading
Subtest.

3. Unweighted GPA
Earn an unweighted GPA of 2.6 or higher.

*Math courses that meet the requirements for the endorsement include: NC Math 4, NC Math
4 Honors, Discrete Mathematics for Computer Science, Discrete Mathematics for Computer
Science Honors, Pre-Calculus Honors, AP Statistics, AP Calculus AB, or AP Calculus BC






Global Languages Endorsement:

1. English Course Unweighted GPA


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hXWyz2a5BAGRvpTAaKAdGyO02BayhN77Wc3CuU7lSxE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/enhanced-opportunities/advanced-learning-and-gifted-education/credit-demonstrated-mastery

NC Academic Scholars Endorsement:

1. Math Courses:
NC Math 1 or NC Math 1 Honors
NC Math 2 or NC Math 2 Honors
NC Math 3 or NC Math 3 Honors
A fourth math course: *




CMS Scholars Endorsement:

Requirements:

1. English Courses
English |
English Il
English IlI
English IV

2. Science Courses

Complete four science courses. At least
one must be advanced (second level,
AP/IB, or college course).

Course 1:

Course 2:
Course 3:
Course 4:

3. Mathematics Courses

NC Math 1
NC Math 2
NC Math 3
Fourth Math Course*:

4. Health/Physical

Education

Complete Health and Physical
Education.

5. Arts Education

Complete at least one arts course.
Course:

6. World Languages

Complete four world language courses.
Students may take four levels of one
language or two levels of two
languages.
Course 1:
Course 2:
Course (3)1:
Course (4) 2:

7. Social Studies

Complete the following social studies
courses:
World History
Civics and Economics
American History |
One second level or AP/IB/
college-level social studies course:

8.Electives

At least 8 electives, for a total of 30
credit hours.

9. Unweighted GPA

Earn overall unweighted GPA of at
least 3.5. GPA will be calculated at
the end of the first semester of
senior year.

*Math courses that meet the requirements for the endorsement include:NC Math 4, NC Math
4 Honors, Discrete Mathematics for Computer Science, Discrete Mathematics for Computer 1 O
Science Honors, Pre-Calculus Honors, or AP Statistics



